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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study: (1) social and economic state of village
extension agents in Chon Buri Province; (2) factors relating to their role performance; and (3)
their problems, obstructions, and suggestions on their role performance.

The population in this study were 666 village extension agents in Chon Buri
Province. The stratified random sampling methodology was used to determine the proportion
of samples from each district, then the simple random sampling methodology was used to
draw lots from them, 196 persons altogether. The instrument used to collect the data was a
questionnaire and testing form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by
computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value,
maximum value, range, and Chi-square test.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) Most of the village extension
agents were male, with average age at 51 years. They were educated at primary level. Their
main occupation was a farmer. The average of their occupied area used for agricultural
section was 28.85 Rai, while the average of their rented area was 37.93 Rai. Their average
income obtaining from agricultural section was 376,212.08 Baht per year, while their average
income obtaining from non-agricultural sections was 133,004.40 Baht per year. (2) Almost
half of them were village committee, and most of them were a member of a farmer group.
They were nominated to be a village extension agent by village leaders. (3) They had
received agricultural Information mostly from radio and television broadcasting (mass
media), and from officials in the Agricultural Extension Department (personal media). (4)
The studied village extension agents had knowledge of their role performance at much level.
And (5) They were supported for their role performance from related sectors at medium level
(x=3.02, S.D. = 0.67). (6) Their motivation for performing their roles was at much level (x=
3.88, S.D. = 0.49). (7) They performed their roles at medium level (x=2.07, S.D. = 0.35). (8)
The factors relating to their role performance at 0.01 statistical significance were the support
from the related sectors, and their motivation for performing their roles, while the factors
relating to their role performance at 0.05 statistical significance were their age, their income
and their agricultural information transfer from mass media. (9) Considering their problems,
obstructions, and suggestions on their role performance, it was found that they mainly had
problem that activities for agricultural extension which they were assigned to do were not
consistent with farmers’ needs, and the related sectors had no official form to keep the record
of their plant production and a certain report schedule. (10) For the development of their role
performance they suggested that there should have been training courses firstly on plant
diseases/insects/pests, secondly on soil and fertilizer, and thirdly on vocational training to
supplement their income. And (11) their important suggestion on increasing their proficiency
was, firstly, they should have been trained on their role performance more frequently and
continuously, secondly, they should have been paid for their performing duties as a village
extension agent, and thirdly, budget for the operations of agricultural extension projects
should have been sufficient.

Keywords: Role performance, Village extension agent, Chon Buri Province
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